CHIEF WHITECAP STEERING COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Thursday October 9, 2008

City Hall Committee Room B

2:00 PM

Present:
Tony Kuchapski, Whitecap Dakota First Nation,



Cam Patterson, Stantec Consulting Firm



Brenda Wallace, Meewasin Valley Authority



Paul Panchuk, Recreation Off-Leash Organization (ROLO)



Craig Riddell, R.M. of Corman Park



Brad Babyak, City of Saskatoon, Facility Services



Catherine Gryba, Branch Manager, Leisure Services Branch

Chair:

Dylan Czarnecki, City of Saskatoon, Open Space Consultant

Secretary:
Melissa Hamilton

I.
Introduction/Welcome

Dylan welcomed everyone to the meeting.

II.
Review CWP Master Plan Development Process

Presentation of the suggestions that were set forth at the previous meeting:

· North end being main parking lot and south end being the smaller parking lot.  

· Rustic stairs built into slopes

· Leave existing paths as are and closing steeper sloping paths that have eroded.

· Create circular trail route.

· Fencing: ROLO does not want to see fences; if a fence will be used it will be a four foot page wire fence.

· Group interpretation: historical being the rifle range, cultural being statue of Chief Whitecap, and the natural wilderness.

· Recreation: low impact, minimal intrusion (no overnight camping, no fires, no beaching, no canoe camping sites).

· Vegetation: preserve existing natural vegetation and enhancing it through naturalized landscape on upland area where previously cultivated.

· Need for amenities including: garbage cans, information area, poop bio-bag dispensers, benches, signs, gates, washrooms at some point in time, no lighting required as site is closed at dusk.

III.
Presentation of Design Concept – Cam Patterson
· Meewasin gradually seeding upland area to native species

· Group (historical rifle range), cultural (Whitecap Dakota Statue) and natural wilderness area.

· TransCanada/Meewasin Trail on east side of site to have on-leash area 

· Parking lots to have garbage cans and dog poop bag dispensers, signage and map of site indicating on-leash and off-leash areas.

· South parking lot smaller than north lot.

· No problem to extend parking lot over Echinacea site as per Brenda

· No road connecting north and south parking lots but may be at some point in future

· Maintenance Agreement for road will be needed between R.M.of Corman Park and the City of Saskatoon.

· Seating areas in the uplands.

· Need easy-read signs on trails indicating on-leash and off-leash area with a reminder to clean up after your pet.

· Rustic stairs to help future erosion on a few locations and close a few existing trails and indicate them to be at rest.

· TransCanada/Meewasin Trail and primary trail to be crusher dust.

· Trail that leads to Chief Whitecap statue is wood chip and crush or dust around statue.

· Majority of the site to be off-leash (approximately 300 acres).

· Three or more seating/rest areas along riverbank. 

IV.
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & FEEDBACK
Brenda Wallace, Meewasin Valley Authority
· Fencing or shelterbelt planting along TransCanada/Meewasin Trail for people those are afraid of dogs.

· Looping trail.

· Have a sitting area with no dog interaction.

· Seating node at top of bank in southwest corner.

· Want nesting birds to come back to area, minimum dog on leash in southern natural area.

· Traffic count was 90/10 split for two years with north parking lot being utilized more than the south lot.

Tony Kuchapski, Whitecap Dakota First Nation
· Restrict dogs in cultural area; focus should be as a park.

· Move the parking lot up to north east edge of Cultural area.

· Keep areas as natural as possible.

· No dog area on walking trails south of parking lot, keep natural. 

· Resources available for funding, Whitecap Dakota will work with City of Saskatoon on funding.

· Must respect people who don’t want dogs in group area.

· 300 acres for off-leash area, and 50 acres for no dog area are not unreasonable. 

Cam Patterson, Stantec Consulting Firm
· Access off leash directly from parking lot.

· On leash or no dogs in natural southern areas.

Paul Panchuk, Recreation Off-Leash Organization
· Dog owners are the main users of park, cannot exclude them in any area but agrees with Tony about cultural area being off limits to dogs.

· Dogs do not cause destruction, no long term affect on trails as per Environment Canada. 

· Natural areas should be open to dogs.

· 65% of ROLO use north access.

· Riverside owners will want to use south access.

· Other people have stake in historical area such as: Veterans as well as Saskatoon Police should be recognized in the future.

Catherine Gryba, Branch Manager, Leisure Services Branch
· Concern over construction of roads, very pricy.

· All areas must be accommodated.

Craig Riddell, R.M. of Corman Park
· Keep in natural state as much as possible.

· People parking on either side of road, concern if emergency vehicles need to get through.

· Traffic is costing RM of Corman Park funds to maintain road.

· Owners of Cartwright Avenue want something to stop dogs from wandering on their property.

V.
Comments & Feedback
· ROLO would have on leash access on one trail for approximately 400 metres long.

· 300 acres as off-leash, and 50 acres no dogs.

· Historical and cultural areas are no dogs.
· Loop from north to south is provided in Concept Plan.

· Dog access into the natural area and river is provided in concept plan.

· Join road from north to south may be an option in the future.

· Some areas to be on leash, parking lot passed seating node.

· R. M. of Corman Park road along half of park, road allowance through to south parking lot, need to find out who will maintain road.

· RM of Corman Park will want access to park from South. 
· Cam to make revisions with narrative, and send to stakeholders in PDF file.

VI.
Design Plan Changes from Stantec’s Prelim Proposal
· Parking lot moved to North end of Cultural area.

· Cultural/natural area would be kept as a No Dog area.

· Four foot page wire fencing may be used to restrict access to this area.

· One 400m trail located at south end of natural area would be on-leash.

· Designation of on-leash areas would be done through signs.

VII.
Design Changes and Acceptance of Plan Proposal by Stakeholders
· R.M. of Corman Park – agrees with proposed plan and changes.

· Meewasin Valley Authority – agrees with proposed plan and changes.

· Whitecap Dakota First Nations – agrees with proposed plan and changes.

· ROLO – does not agree with proposed plan and changes.

VIII.
Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 P.M.
