SHORTEST        FINAL Speech to Council  - December 1, 2008

It is an honour to speak to City Council tonight.  I speak for the 800 members of ROLO who love Chief Whitecap Park and want to preserve its natural beauty for generations to come. We have three concerns: 

· the lack of adequate off-leash dog walking areas in this city; 

· the new Concept Plan, that takes away our access to the trails and parking at the south end of the park and designates 25% of the park as NO DOG.

· The means by which this Concept Plan was decided (behind closed doors), ignoring our input as the majority of park users.

Unlike other cities, this City does not have enough off-leash parks.  This is a serious quality of  life issue for many people.  Some of the few areas that are off-leash are small, overcrowded and poorly maintained.  The trails at Chief Whitecap have provided enjoyment of nature, freedom, adequate exercise and a sense of community for generations.
Historically, John Edgar Day, was the original settler to hold title.  The federal government acquired the land to train soldiers for WWII, creating a shooting range, still visible today.  After the war, the ‘The Rifle Range’ was used by the RCMP. The City purchased it in 1961 for $13,100.  The Certificate of Title showed 256 acres transferred in fee simple ‘TO BE USED AS A PUBLIC PARK AND FOR NO OTHER PURPOSE’.  The City modified these terms and leased 100 acres to be farmed for profit. Last month the entire upper field was ploughed ,to kill gophers we were told, and destroyed all the natural vegetation and all burrowing animals.  The field will take years to recover.

In 1996, Riverside Golf and Country Club wanted to annex the southern part of the park. The ‘Friends of Chief Whitecap,’ fought for the park users and the annexation attempt was overturned.  By 2005, a growing need for more off-leash areas for the many dog owners in Saskatoon was acknowledged.  Several areas were given this status, including Chief Whitecap Park.  

However, the MVA and the Dakota band approached the city to establish an interpretive center, an example being the 200 acre development at Osoyoos, BC.  Stantec Consulting was commissioned to produce a report, funded by the city and the band. The report excluded the dog walkers from a large portion of the park. In response, ROLO formed, appealed to council to intervene and was granted a seat on the steering committee for a new Master Plan. 

The committee met over a period of a year and a half. A ROLO representative attended every meeting and listened to all the other stakeholders.  We provided the committee with an inclusive compromise plan for: 

· a 10 acre interpretive center in the Rifle Range area, recognizing all groups with historical, cultural and social connections to the park. 

· a tree lined TransCanada trail

· the restoration of the natural parkland and 

· no change to our traditional trail network.  
On October 9th, the Concept Plan was unveiled by Stantec. The new plan was just like the old plan. It excluded walking with dogs or parking at the south end.  The closure of this parking area will bring more traffic to the north end, ignoring the concerns of the Corman Park residents. No definitive planning for “day camps” was discussed by any stakeholder, yet 97 acres for their programming was included.  At no point was a NO DOG area ever discussed, yet now an important 25% of the park is proposed to be NO DOG.  Our compromise for this programming was 10 acres with low fencing for compatibility.  Wider day camp programming should go to Beaver Creek, and Cranberry Flats, which are under-utilized, are only minutes away and would welcome day camps. This plan pleases no one.

Like the Friends of Chief Whitecap in 1996, ROLO has spent much time and effort to save this park from unneeded developments and restrictions.  We were deeply discouraged to hear that our letters to council were considered “annoying”. What other avenues do we have in this City to express our concerns?  Why was this plan conceived behind closed doors?  Why were the wishes and compromise solutions of the park’s largest user group ignored?
We now appeal once again to council to respect the wishes of the majority of park users.  We, and the _________  names on this petition ask that you ensure that a fair process with real public input go into any Concept Plan for the park.  We ask for your help to retain the off-leash trail network at the south end for all the people who have so few decent off-leash areas to walk.  These are not great compromises to make for the greatest number of park users. They cost no money, but will generate a wealth of goodwill. 

Thank you.
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