The Compromise Needed at Chief Whitecap Park

by Paul Panchuk and Pat Thomas, April 20, 2009

After two years of discussion, the 2006 and 2009 park proposal maps show little positive change in consideration of what the vast majority of park users want. What are those needs?

The Need to Interpret Dakota Sioux History?

The Dakota Sioux have been in Canada since the 1860s and in Saskatchewan since the 1870s. Thus, there is only a limited history to interpret. Dr. Alan Anderson has thoroughly researched their history here and written a paper showing this, which was presented to the committee. This paper was ignored.  

The Need to Interpret Dakota Sioux Way of Life? 

The Dakota Sioux have never lived in the vicinity of the park but at Moose Woods, 25 km away. To conform to historical accuracy, lifestyle interpretation should take place where it actually happened, that is, on the Dakota first nation land.  

The Need to Interpret Nature?

The park has been used by the Department of National Defense and has been farmed for over 70 years.  Thus, most of the natural forest and prairie land has been destroyed to make way for farmland or for military training grounds. There is very little nature left to interpret. The small amount of prairie that is left has been invaded by other, non-native species. However large, natural undisturbed parklands suitable for nature interpretation exist only 3 km upriver at Cranberry Flats. A few kilometers further south on the highway, a large, very well developed and fully staffed nature interpretation area already exists at Beaver Creek. These areas are underutilized and would welcome more visitors. Commemorative or interpretive needs of any group at CWP can easily be accommodated in a specified 9 acre area, while the rest of the park is restored to a natural state. 

The Needs of Park Users as a Health and Wellness Issue?

Many citizens of Saskatoon and Corman Park need to be able to exercise freely and walk their dogs offleash along natural, scenic pathways by the river.  Such access has been denied in most river areas in Saskatoon. The 1-3 hours of daily exercise enjoyed by a thousand park users at Whitecap is a very important part of their lifestyles. To exclude these park users without justification from this City-owned land, which they have used for decades, is not acceptable. The number of citizens, owniing dogs and purchasing licenses, is 40,000 (as per the 2007 Stantec report) and growing all the time. More, not less, area must be dedicated to their use for exercise.  The City of  Saskatoon Recreation and Leisure Services expends great attention and financial resources to provide areas for health and wellness activities. If left alone, this park provides for the needs of people who exercise here every day of the year with their dogs, regardless of weather.   There is also a need for the Master Plan committee to listen to and respect the wishes of the Corman Park councillor (Craig Riddell), who wants the park left undeveloped.

The Needs of the TransCanada Trail?

The director of the Trans-Canada Trail for the Saskatoon area (Cathy Watts), speaking at a public meeting regarding the park, has indicated support for any plan which will provide for their presence in the park.  The presence of off-leash dogs along their Trail is not and never has been an issue. Thus, the proposed Park walkway along the eastern boundary of the park fully satisfies their needs at CWP without restricting dogs. 

The Need to Preserve Wildlife Habitat?

Dr. Keith Hobson, Chief  Environment Canada Ornithologist for Western Canada, has written a report, showing that the presence of off-leash dogs has little effect on the bird population in the park. However, his report shows that continued farming of the land, particularly the deep plowing done in the fall of  2008, has done the most damage to the bird and other animal life. This report was ignored. 

The Need to Green Saskatoon?

The GREENING OF SASKATOON should be the prime objective in this park. Contrary to current City plans for continued cereal cropping, re-seeding the entire farmed field into natural prairie grass seed, with a cover crop of oats could easily be achieved this spring. The oat cover crop would allow a strong start for the grass and provide the farmer with a cash return when harvesting the oats in the fall. Natural grass cover fixes three times the carbon of agricultural land and fulfills the terms of the original 1961 land deed for the park.
